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FOR FURTHER ACTION SeeNotificationo ^ l ^ srnittaIoflnterna tional Preliminary 
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International application No. 
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International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
B66B 23/02, 23/14 


Applicant 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT), 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement ff»"-<"«»ijs 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

VIII Certain observations on the international application 



I 


I2SJ 


II 


□ 


III 


El 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

07 June 1999 (07.06.99) 


Date of completion of this report 

18 April 2000 (18.04.2000) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP99/02210 



I. Basis of the report 



I. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| | the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

Pages 1.13 

pages 

pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



3-5,10,12-14.16 



1-2,6-9,11,15,17-20 



, as originally filed 

_ , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 
, , filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 24 December 1 999 (24. 1 2. 1 999) 



the drawings: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



1-9 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



m , filed with the letter of 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is . 

LJ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23 . 1 (b)). 
LJ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ ^guage of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

| 3 X^xl^ ^ plication, the international 

contained in the international application in written form 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I — I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

J^JT m T l r 31 ^J"""'* filrnished writte " sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

belfomShed ^ ^ ' mfmnMi0tt reC ° rded ' m C ° mpU,er readable form is idenlica ' «° *e written sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 

I 5 O tellnlV^Zl™ ****** 35 !' f < somC of > amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* fflto^^*^ll^r!i e ?» fi ^ hed '° reCei T g °f' Ce in re5ponSe 10 an invi,a,io " under Ar,icle 14 «* "find to 
Zd70.17) or ^nally filed and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 

* Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



mernational application No. 

PCT/JP99/02210 



| III. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



iHwl e n i0nS v hf ^ e i Ae Cla L med invention a PP ears 10 be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious) or to be 

industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: ""vi UU s;, or to oe 

the entire international application. 

DKI claims Nos. 19.20 



because: 



j 1 the said international application, or the said claims Nos __ 

reIate t0 the follow «ng subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



I 1 the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos 
— ' are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



□ the claims, or said claims Nos. m cn • . nt . . 

by the description that no mea ningful opinion could be formed. inadequately supported 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 19.20 



2 " t.mf^» fw'- int , emation 1 al Preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid 
I ^uence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

I I tne written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP99/02210 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 6,8,10,12-16,18 YES 

CIaims 1-5,7,9,11,17 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 6,8,10,18 YES 

Claims 1-5,7,9,11-17 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims ].jg YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

The inventions described in claims 1, 2, 7, 9, 11, and 17 are not substantially different from that 
described in document 1 [JP, 58-207207, A (02.12.83)], cited in the ISR, except that in the claims the 
path of the coupling part is different. Moreover, document 2 [JP, 49-56382, A (31.05.74)] describes an 
escalator for which the coupling part is made to go around the outside distanced so it does not cross the 
path of the outer edge of the chain, so the idea of making the coupling part go around the outside 
distanced so that it will not cross the path of the outer edge of the endless body (chain) is a matter of mere 
substitution. Furthermore, document 2 also describes a specific link having a coupling part and an 
escalator for which the coupling part is positioned further toward the outside than is the path of the outer 
perimeter of the teeth of the sprocket. 

The inventions described in claims 1, 2, 7, 9, 11, and 17 lack novelty in view of document 2. 



The inventions described in claims 3 to 5 are not substantially different from that described in document 
1 except that, in the claims, the spacing between the guide means of the front wheel and rear wheel 
differs. Document 3 [JP, 10-250968, A (22.09.98)] describes an escalator for which this spacing is wider 
at the step inversion section than at the horizontal section, so the idea of making the spacing between the 
front wheel guide means and the rear wheel guide means wider at the very end (step inversion section) of 
$hfig^lm^til^ 

describes an escalator for which the center of the turning path of the front wheel is shifted more toward 
the end section of the escalator than is the center of the turning path of the rear wheel. 

The inventions described in claims 3 to 5 lack novelty in view of document 3. 



The invention described in claim 12 is not substantially different from that described in document 1 
except that, in the claim, the pitch of the chain that meshes with the sprocket is L5N±2. Moreover, 
document 4 [WO, 98/57880, Al (23.12.98)] describes the idea of the pitch of the chain that meshes with 
the sprocket being 1.5N-2. Therefore, the idea of making the pitch of the chain that meshes with the 
sprocket 1.5N±2 is a mere substitution for which a desired range has been selected. 

The invention described in claim 12 does not involve an inventive step in view of document 4. 



The invention described in document 13 is not substantially different from that described in document 1 
except that, in the claim, the rotational diameter of the movement path of the chain is shorter than the 
length of the tread board in the direction of step movement. Moreover, this kind of idea is described in 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Iniemational application No. 

PCT/JP99/02210 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



j Continuation of Box V (Citations and explanations): 



document 4, so the idea of making the rotational diameter of the movement path of the chain shorter than 
the length of the tread board in the direction of step movement is a mere substitution for which a desired 
range has been selected. 

The invention described in document 13 does not involve an inventive step in view of document 4. 



The invention described in document 14 is not substantially different from that described in document 1 
except that, in the claim, the thickness dimension is at least two times the height dimension of the step 
and not more than two times the length of the tread board in the direction of step movement. Moreover 
this kind of idea is described in document 5 [JP, 59-12066, A (21.01.84)], so the idea of making the 
thickness dimension at least two times the height dimension of the step and not more than two times the 
length of the tread board in the direction of step movement is a mere substitution for which a desired 
range has been selected. 

The invention described in claim 14 does not involve an inventive step in view of document 5. 

The invention described in claim 15 is a mere establishment of a desired range in the inventions 
described in documents 1 5 4, and 5. 

The invention described in claim 16 is a mere establishment of a desired range in the invention described 
in document 1 . 



The inventions described in claims 6, 8, 10, and 18 are not described in any of documents 1 to 5 and 
would not have been obvious to one skilled in the art. 
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PATENT COOPERATION TRECTY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
KUREHA-44 


for fiirthfr Ar-rinw SwNoti fi<^ionofTiMsmittaioflntemationaI Preliminary 
K AC 110iN Examination Report (Form PCT/IPEA/416) 


International application No. 

PCT/JP99/05451 


International filing date (day/month/year) Priority date (day/month/year) 

04 October 1999 (04.10.99) 06 October 1998 (06.10.98) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

A61K 3 1/37, 9/22, 9/24, 9/62, 47/38, 47/32 // A61P 29/00, 19/02 


Applicant 

KUREHA CHEMICAL INDUSTRY CO., LTD 



This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4_ 

[ | This re P ort is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 
Rule 70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



. sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

VIII [^) Certain observations on the international application 



II 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 


El 


VI 


□ 


VII 


□ 


VIII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 

25 January 2000 (25.0 1 .00) 


Date of completion of this report 

1 7 October 2000 (17.1 0.2000) 


Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 
Facsimile No. 


Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



international application No. 

PCT/JP99/05451 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 

the description: 
pages 

pages __ 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



□ 



, filed with the letter of 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



□ 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

__, filed with the demand 



..filed with the letter of 



. which is: 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the Ianeuaee in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item ' 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following lan^uaoe 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule ?3 1(b)) 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

Q the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55 2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

^JLin^l 1° nucleotide a 1 nd/or a [" ino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing- 

□ contained in the international application in written form 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 
the description, paces 

□ 
□ 



sequence listing has 



the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/fig 



I 5. □ ™ S r JZ n has been estabI «shed as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since thev have been considered to eo 
beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
and70?7)° n ^ ° ng y f ° nd me n0i annexed io this re P ori sincs ''«?>' do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



IntSBTuonal application No. 
PCT/JP 99/05451 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citati ns and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (LA) 



2 . C itations and explanations 

Document 1 (JP, 6-312925, A (Kureha Chemical 
Industry Co., Ltd.), 8 November ±994 (08.11.94) & EP, 
614896, Al & US, 5455268, A), abstract, claims, paragraph 
[0012] and Example 4, discloses oral preparations 
containing esculetin or a derivative thereof as an active 
ingredient, and Document 2 (JP, 10-226641, A (Kureha 
Chemical Industry Co., Ltd.), 25 August 1998 (25.08.98) 
(Family: none)), claims and paragraph [0005], discloses 
control led- release non-oral preparations containing 
esculetin or a derivative thereof as an active ingredient. 

Moreover, Document 3 ( JP, 62-120323, A (The Dow 
Chemical Company), 1 June 1987 (01.06.87) & EP, 223590, A2 
& US, 4704285, A) , entire document, discloses sustained- 
release preparations employing a gel-forming polymer such 
as hydroxypropyl niethylcellulose as a form of presentation 
for such control led- release oral preparations; Document 4 
(JP, 4-264022, A (Teikoku Seiyaku Co., Ltd.), 18 September 
1992 (18.09.92) (Family: none)), entire document, 
discloses controlled-release oral preparations the release 
time of which can be determined by employing an 
intestinaliy-soluble coating base such as 

hydroxymethylcellulose acetate succinate, and Document 5 
UP, 6-9407, A (American Cyanamid Company) , 18 January 

r-s ^ *, 'in r\ - r\ a \ t~. r\ ~ ~ o r> -5 7, 1 ,~ tip 1: nrnm - r nr 



Claims 1-10 YES 

Claims NO 

Claims 1^10 YES 

Claims NO 

Claims 1-10 YES 

Claims NO 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



lntSBTtional application No. 
PCT/JP 99/05451 



5348748, A), abstract and paragraphs [0079] - [0120] , 
disclose sustained-release preparations employing an 
insoluble coating base such as ethyl cellulose. 

However, Claims 1-10 relate to controlled-release 
oral preparations containing esculetin or a derivative 
thereof as an active ingredient, which are not disclosed 
in any of the above documents; and since a given type of 
controlled-release oral preparation may be effectively 
used with some active ingredients but not effectively used 
with other active ingredients, it is impossible to say 
that the controlled-release preparations described in 
Documents 3-5 can be applied to oral preparations 
containing esculetin or a derivative thereof as an active 
ingredient as disclosed in Document 1 or non-oral 
preparations containing esculetin or a derivative thereof 
as an active ingredient as disclosed in Document 2. 

i nere rore, Claims i-10 are not disclosed in any of 
the documents cited in the international search report, 
nor are they obvious from these documents. 
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^«ro^#lCO^THt, fflP^SS^<02l#a^it:(PCT/I SA/2 2 0) 

.RtfTlE 5 *&mt to 


[PCT/J P 9 9/0 5 4 5 1 ) 
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BKffifittBB^fN£U^roGaiSIHE«&«:£]KfmB>J»41« (PCT18*) ro«S^^tt}SXIc^#f S 



1. SilSftffll^ 
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